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The Importance of Reading Aloud 
  
  

1) Reading aloud will “build vision” for young writers. 
Remember: the writing in a classroom can only be as good 
as the literature the surrounds, sustains, and buoys it up.  

2) Reads books you love. There’s a wonderful chemistry 
between yourself and any book you love as you read it 
aloud. Let kids experience that as they hear you read aloud 
poems or stories that are favorites of yours. 

3) Talk about the author of the book. Gary Paulsen’s stories 
aren’t a figment of his imagination. Rather, they have roots 
in his own experiences living in the far north. Talk to your 
students about how the author’s life experiences led them to 
the place where they could write this particular story. 

4) Don’t interrupt the reading. Let students experience the 
pleasure of the text. Often we make the mistake of 
fragmenting the reading experience by teaching vocabulary, 
making prediction, in the middle of the story. A good book 
or poem has a rhythm to it. As much as possible, stay in that 
rhythm as you read. You can always go back later to make 
your teaching points. 

5) Leave time for natural response. We make sense of texts by 
listening but also by talking. After you read a book, and 
before teaching any craft elements, make time for students 
to react by talking about it.       


